
T
h

e
 M

e
s

s
e

n
g

e
r

 

Y
o
u

 h
a
ve

 f
ix

ed
 a

ll
 t

h
e 

b
o
u

n
d
a
ri

es
 o

f 
th

e 
ea

rt
h

; 
yo

u
 h

a
ve

 m
a
d
e 

su
m

m
er

 a
n

d
 w

in
te

r.
 ~

 P
sa

lm
 7

4
:1

7
 E

S
V

 
August 

2020 

Emmanuel Fellowship Church * 60 N. Arlington St. * Akron, OH 44305 
330.376.8725 * www.efcakron.org 

Pastor’s Ponderings 
But you, God, see the trouble of the afflicted; you consider their grief and take it in 
hand. ~ Psalm 10:14a NIV 
 

Life can certainly have its trouble. Jesus states: “I have told you these things, so that 
in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world.” (John 16:33 NIV).   
 

So, what are the things that he has told us so that we can have peace in the midst of 
our troubles?  
 

It is important to search the Scriptures no doubt, but John the apostle wrote, “Jesus 
did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that 
even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written.” 
 

What we need to do is to seek a balance between the Word of God and meditating on 
it along with the amount of time we spend in prayer. Both are equally important. The 
Word of God should lead us toward God in prayer and our prayer (relationship with 
Christ) should inspire and create a desire for the Word. When we put both of these 
things into practice and they become staples of our lives, when trouble comes, we 
then have the ability to trust in the One who gives us peace.  
 

Unfortunately, because we, at times, do not discipline ourselves in this activity of 
spirituality, when trouble comes we want that peace right away. We feverishly run 
around seeking peace from all other avenues until we are at the end of ourselves and 
then we reach out to our Lord who patiently waits. We fight our way up the moun-
tain, when it is better just to dwell there.   
 

God desires to take our troubles in hand and do what is necessary to see us through 
our troubles. We do have the right to deal with it on our own; however, why deny 
God his desire to help us? Let’s let God do his work in us and for us.  
 

Prayerfully with love by His Grace, 

Pastor T 

 

Shepherd’s Helper 
He heals the brokenhearted and bandages their wounds. ~ Psalm 147:2 NLT 
 

If I didn’t break it, why do I have to fix it? The obvious answer is, “Because that’s 
what God wants us to do.” It sounds strange, but sometimes, our human side blocks 
the obvious. “Why do I always have to be the one to reach out?” Oh, how many times 
have I said that over the years?! Let me tell you the revelation I have discovered. This 
is what it looks like when I hold on to old hurts: I put them out of my mind and con-
vince myself they’re over; it doesn’t matter anymore…finished…done…kaput. Then 
at any time, when everything is going great, I ‘stub my toe’ and those hurts come 
back plus the anger that I feel. This shows me I really haven’t healed from it. Every 
time I do this ‘dance,’ it gives the enemy a way to steal my joy. 
 

I started out with a question: Why do I have fix it? I have to fix it because there is 
something broken in me. However, I only have to ‘fix’ my part; I have no business 
trying to fix another person. That said, how do I work on ‘fixing’ myself? I can’t!!! 
Only God can.... “He heals the brokenhearted and bandages their wounds.” I have to 
get to the point that I am tired of carrying the situation around on my back. I have to 
be open and willing to humble myself and admit that I do need help. My job is to ask, 
pray, and follow.                 Continued on pg. 2 



The Shepherd’s Helper - continued 

 
We will always have difficult 
people and situations in our lives, 
even in our church community. If 
we are not willing to heal, then we 
will not heal. It will begin to poi-
son our community which will be 

for the enemy’s glory....I don’t know about you, 
but I want to live my life for God’s Glory. I’ll pray 
for you on your journey; please pray for me on 
mine. 
 
Christ’s peace to you, 

Miss Chris 

Keeping in Touch 
 
We can’t meet 
and worship to-
gether right now; 
however, here 
are some ways 
that we can stay 
connected: 
 
Prayer:  It’s important to pray for one another. To 
support your efforts, the Spiritual Leadership Team 
has anointed prayer cloths available for you. Con-
tact Pastor Tee at 330.730.4106 to get one. The 
cloths are small and can be tucked into a pocket or 
purse or placed as a Bible bookmark. Simply hold 
it in your hand during your time with the Father. 
 
Contact Calls:  So many of us are grappling with 
isolation and loneliness in the wake of the pandem-
ic. To ease this, one of the Spiritual Leadership 
Team members will touch base with you periodi-
cally, to check in, to pray, and to see how you’re 
doing. We are living in such uncertain times right 
now, so it’s vital to hold on to God and each other. 
 
Website:  Our website is a vital link for our church 
community and the community at large. Many of 
our first-time visitors come to us via the website. 
Check it out! Recent updates include a new Media 
page where you can watch Pastor’s sermon and Bi-
ble Study videos. Invite family and friends to take a 
look as well. Find us at efcakron.org. 
 
Facebook:  Our Facebook page is alive and pop-
ping! We have almost 250 likes and followers! We 
post Scripture passages, prayers, sermons, church 
information, music videos, and more. Like/follow 
us at https://www.facebook.com/efcakron/. 
 
YouTube:  Did you know we have a brand new 
YouTube channel?! We’re at Emmanuel Fellow-
ship Akron! There, you’ll find sermon, Bible 
Study, and reflection videos—all in one convenient 
space. Here’s the link https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UC6erNNXDySchUz0-kXkwGUg  
 
Reach Out:  As always, when the Holy Spirit 
nudges you to reach out, do it! Your obedience will 
make the Father smile! A quick call, a brief text, a 
Scripture passage, a card or a note can mean the 
world to someone. You never know how it might 
touch a person’s heart and brighten their day. We 
can all use some of that! 

Investing in God’s Vision 
So two good things will result from this ministry of 
giving - the needs of the believers...will be met, and 
they will joyfully express their thanks to God.  

~ 2 Corinthians 9:12 NLT 
 

Scripture tells us our needs will be met and we thank 

God when we give. You can tithe in the following 

ways: 

• Cash - Drop off an envelope with your name on 

it through the side door mail slot at the church. 

• Check - Mail a check to the church. Be sure to 

write ‘tithe’ in the memo line. 

• Credit - Click the Donate button at the bottom 

of our website home page at efcakron.org. 

 

An offering is any amount you give over and above 

your tithe. Below is an easy way to do that; encour-

age friends and family to help, too! 

• Community Cash Back - Buy selected brands at 

ACME and save the receipts. We’ll collect later. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6erNNXDySchUz0-kXkwGUg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6erNNXDySchUz0-kXkwGUg


Into the Word 
 

Such things were written in the Scriptures long ago to teach us. And the Scriptures give us 
hope and encouragement as we wait patiently for God’s promises to be fulfilled.   

~ Romans 15:4 NLT 
 

Our theme for 2020 is “Trust in the Lord.” Reflect on these five Scripture passages when you need to be 
encouraged to trust God this year: 
 

1.  Because you are my helper, I sing for joy in the shadow of your wings. I cling to you; your strong right 
hand holds me securely. ~ Psalm 63:7-8 NLT 
 

2.  I give thanks, O God, with all my heart; ...I praise your name for your unfailing love and faithfulness; for 
your promises are backed by all the honor of your name. ~ Psalm 138:1-2 NLT 
 

3.  Let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them sing joyful praises forever. Spread your protection over 
them, that all who love your name may be filled with joy. For you bless the godly, O Lord; you surround them 
with your shield of love. ~ Psalm 5:11-12 NLT 
 

4.  Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to 
him, and he will make your paths straight. ~ Proverbs 3:5-6 NIV 
 

5.  Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. Point out anything in me 
that offends you, and lead me along the path of everlasting life. ~ Psalm 139:23-24 NLT 
 
From Our Daily Bread (www.odb.org) 

An Invitation to Prayer 
Devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind and a thankful heart. ~ Colossians 4:2  NLT 
 

Prayer is vital to our lives, our spiritual maturity, and the life of our church. Please lift the following to God 
each day: 
 

 Your personal concerns 

 The Spiritual Leadership Team 

 The Praise Team 

 The Trustees & Officers 

 EFC members, visitors, and friends 

 Holy Spirit guidance in all areas of our lives 

 Healthy relationships 

 An end to the pandemic 

 Responsible leadership in our nation 

 Jobs for those who need them 

 

To submit personal confidential prayer requests: 

♥ Place written requests in the collection plate during Sunday worship OR 

♥ Send a text to Min. Janet at 330.631.4846 OR 

♥ Click “Contact Us” on our home page at efcakron.org.  



Ministries Update 
In the era of COVID-19, where one day blends into another, it’s hard to believe the year is more than half 
over. This “new normal” has certainly had an impact on our ministries. Below is the status of our Outreach, 
Fellowship and Fundraising efforts; Minister Janet will keep everyone posted, if things change. 
 
Outreach 
 Adopt-A-Family—On hold for the moment, further discernment 

necessary 

 Akron Pride Festival—Cancelled by sponsoring organization 

 Bible Ministry—Recovery Bibles purchased with donated funds 

(around $600) and given to IBH clients 

 Blessing Bags—On hold for the moment, further discernment necessary 

 College Outreach—Will move forward, details to be developed 

 Community Dinners—Shutdown during March & April; returned to regular schedule in May 

 Food Pantry (ongoing)—Supplies very low, food drive to come; stay tuned for details. 

 Middlebury Night Out Against Crime—Cancelled by sponsoring organization 

 Neighborhood Playground—Some funding secured via local health department; further plans on hold 

pending COVID-19 activity. 

 SNAP Gap Day—Will move forward, details to be developed 

 
Fellowship 

 All Fellowship events—Bingo, Christmas Party, Church Picnic, Miniature Golf, Movie & Discussion, 

Potluck Sundays & Trivia Night—are on hold pending COVID-19 activity. 

 
Fundraising 
$ ACME Community Cash Back Program—Buy selected brands at ACME and save your receipts; they’ll 

be collected at a later time. 

Beautiful Blessing 

If you haven’t driven by the church lately, you’re missing out on a treat. The Lord blessed us with some hard-
working angels who gave our old girl a much-needed facelift. Many, many thanks to Kimi Smith, Ed Hen-
drigsman, and Ed Jones (Kimi’s cousin) for their dedicated and tremendous service. We thank God for you! 


